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Place in News - Atacama Desert

Context: Uncommon winter rains in Chile’s Atacama Desert, recognized as one
of the driest regions on the planet, have initiated a rare mass blooming of
fuchsia-hued wildflowers, transforming the barren landscape into a stunning

floral carpet that is even visible from space.
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About the Atacama Desert:

» The Atacama Desert is the driest non-polar desert globally, frequently
utilized by scientists as an Earth analog for Martian terrains due to its

extreme dryness and mineral-rich landscape.

Location:

> Situated in northern Chile, the desert spans 600—700 miles (1,000—1,100
km) from north to south, nestled between the Pacific Ocean and the Andes

Mountains.

» Bordered by Peru to the north, it extends into the Loa River basin.

Key Physical Features:

» Average rainfall: ~2 mm annually — certain regions have recorded no

precipitation for decades.

> Elevation: Ranges from sea level to over 13,000 feet (4,000 m) at the

Atacama Plateau.

> The terrain comprises salt flats (salares), volcanic cones, sand dunes, and
alluvial plains.
> Temperature: Mild due to the cold Humboldt Current, with summer

averages around 18-19°C.

> Frequent fog formations (camanchaca) from Pacific upwelling provide

limited moisture for some vegetation.

ADD.: Prashikshan IAS - U-112-A/B, 2nd Floor, Near Laxmi Nagar Metro Gate 3,
Delhi 110092 PH. NO.: +91 9717323955

@& www.prashikshanias.com & prashikshaniasofficial@gmail.com




PLACE IN NEWS

13 Oct 2025

About the Fuchsia Flower Bloom:

» The bloom showcases the Cistanthe longiscapa, commonly referred to as
“pata de guanaco”, a small, hardy flowering plant that produces vibrant

fuchsia, pink, and purple flowers following rare rainfall events.

» Habitat: Indigenous to the arid soils of the Atacama Desert, it remains
dormant for years as seeds beneath the surface, awaiting moisture to

germinate.

Key Features:

» A drought-resistant plant capable of altering its respiration and food

production processes.

» Blooms give rise to the “Desierto Florido” (Flowering Desert)
phenomenon, transforming dry land into a vibrant sea of color for several

weeks.

» It plays a vital role in soil regeneration and biodiversity, supporting

insects and small fauna during the brief blooming period.
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