Prashikshan 1A PRELIMS NEWS

v l , 3
b
¥

25 Sep 2025

UPSC Prelims Exam Based on Current Affairs
Analysis — 25 Sept 2025

1. Government Launches National AI Mission to Boost Technological Self-Reliance

Source: The Hindu, Indian Express, PIB

Context:

On September 25, 2025, the Prime Minister of India launched the much-anticipated
National Artificial Intelligence (AI) Mission. This multi-billion-dollar, five-year mission
aims to establish India as a global leader in Al by fostering research and development,
promoting the adoption of Al across various sectors, and creating a skilled workforce. The
mission will be implemented by a newly constituted National Al Task Force, which will
include experts from academia, industry, and government. The launch comes in the wake
of similar initiatives by global powers, highlighting the growing geopolitical significance
of AlL. The mission is also a key component of the government's 'Viksit Bharat @ 2047'

vision, which emphasizes technological self-reliance and inclusive growth.

Significance:

The National Al Mission holds immense significance for India's economic and strategic
future. Economically, the mission is expected to add substantial value to the Indian
economy by 2030 by enhancing productivity, creating new jobs, and fostering innovation
in sectors like agriculture, healthcare, and education. Strategically, developing indigenous
Al capabilities is crucial for national security, from modernizing the armed forces to
strengthening cybersecurity infrastructure. Furthermore, the mission's focus on "Al for
All" aims to ensure that the benefits of this transformative technology reach every citizen,
thereby promoting social inclusion and equitable development. The emphasis on creating a
robust and ethical framework for Al development and deployment is also a significant step

towards responsible innovation.
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Analysis:

The success of the National Al Mission will depend on several factors. Firstly, effective
collaboration between the government, industry, and academia will be critical for
translating research into real-world applications. Secondly, addressing the existing skill
gap in the Al domain through massive upskilling and reskilling programs will be essential.
The mission's proposal to establish Centers of Excellence in premier educational
institutions is a step in the right direction. Thirdly, creating a regulatory environment that
encourages innovation while safeguarding against the potential misuse of Al will be a key
challenge. Ethical considerations, such as data privacy, algorithmic bias, and job
displacement due to automation, will need to be carefully addressed. While the mission
outlines an ambitious vision, its implementation will require a sustained political will,
significant investment, and a multi-stakeholder approach to navigate the complex
technological and societal challenges associated with the proliferation of artificial

intelligence.

UPSC Syllabus Correlation

GS Paper 2: Government Policies and Interventions for Development in various sectors

and issues arising out of their design and implementation.

GS Paper 3: Science and Technology- developments and their applications and effects in
everyday life; Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of
technology and developing new technology. Awareness in the fields of IT, Space,
Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology, and issues relating to intellectual

property rights.

GS Paper 4: Ethics and Human Interface (Ethical concerns related to Al).
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2. Supreme Court Delivers Landmark Judgment on Data Privacy and State

Surveillance

Source: The Hindu, Indian Express

Context:

In a landmark ruling, a five-judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court of India has
laid down stringent guidelines for state surveillance and interception of digital
communications. The judgment, delivered in response to a batch of petitions challenging
the constitutional validity of certain provisions of the IT Act, 2000, and the Indian
Telegraph Act, 1885, establishes a "proportionality and necessity" test for any government
agency seeking to access citizens' private data. The court held that the right to privacy, as
established in the K.S. Puttaswamy case, is not absolute but can only be infringed upon
under a legal framework that is just, fair, and reasonable. The ruling mandates the
establishment of an independent judicial oversight committee to review and authorize all

surveillance requests from law enforcement and intelligence agencies.

Significance:

This judgment is a monumental step in strengthening the fundamental right to privacy in
the digital age. It attempts to strike a delicate balance between individual liberties and the
state's legitimate national security concerns. For citizens, it provides a robust legal
safeguard against potential misuse of surveillance powers and arbitrary intrusion into their
private lives. For the government, it necessitates a more transparent and accountable
system for digital surveillance, moving away from opaque executive orders. This ruling
will have far-reaching implications for tech companies, data intermediaries, and the
functioning of security agencies, forcing them to align their data handling and surveillance

practices with the new legal precedent set by the apex court.
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Analysis:

While the judgment is being hailed as a victory for civil liberties, its effective
implementation remains a significant challenge. The formation of the independent judicial
oversight committee will be a critical first step, and its composition and powers will
determine its efficacy. There is a potential for friction between the judiciary and the
executive over the implementation of these guidelines, particularly in matters of urgent
national security. Furthermore, the technological complexity of modern digital
communication presents a practical challenge to effective oversight. Law enforcement
agencies might argue that these stringent requirements could hamper timely intelligence
gathering and investigations. The way forward requires legislative action to amend
existing surveillance laws in line with the Supreme Court's directives, ensuring that the
principles of necessity, proportionality, and judicial oversight are enshrined in statutory

law.

UPSC Syllabus Correlation:

GS Paper 2: Structure, organization, and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary;

Government policies and interventions; Fundamental Rights.

GS Paper 3: Basics of cyber security; Role of media and social networking sites in

internal security challenges.
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3. 'Samudrayaan' Mission: India Successfully Conducts First Manned Deep Sea Dive
Source: PIB, Hindustan Times
Context:

India marked a historic milestone in its scientific endeavors today as the 'Matsya 6000'
submersible, part of the ambitious 'Samudrayaan' mission, successfully completed its first
manned dive. Three aquanauts descended to a depth of 500 meters in the Bay of Bengal,
conducting a series of experiments and testing the vehicle's capabilities. Developed
indigenously by the National Institute of Ocean Technology (NIOT), Chennai, Matsya
6000 is designed to eventually reach a depth of 6,000 meters. The Samudrayaan mission, a
key component of the broader Deep Ocean Mission, aims to explore the vast and untapped
deep-sea resources in India's Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and the central Indian

Ocean basin.

Significance:

This successful test dive propels India into an elite club of nations with the capability for
manned deep-sea exploration, including the US, Russia, China, France, and Japan. The
mission is of immense strategic and economic significance. It opens up new frontiers for
scientific research in deep-sea biodiversity, climate change, and geology. Economically, it
paves the way for the sustainable exploration and extraction of deep-sea resources such as
polymetallic nodules, gas hydrates, and rare earth minerals, which are crucial for India's
future energy security and industrial growth. Strategically, it enhances India's presence and
influence in the Indian Ocean, a region of increasing geopolitical competition, and

strengthens its credentials as a leading maritime power.

Analysis:

The success of the first dive is a testament to India's growing indigenous technological
prowess. However, the path to reaching the full mission objective of 6,000 meters is

fraught with immense technological and logistical challenges. Operating at such extreme
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depths involves dealing with crushing pressures and near-freezing temperatures, requiring
highly robust and reliable systems. Ensuring the safety of the aquanauts is paramount.
Furthermore, the environmental impact of deep-sea mining is a major concern globally.
India will need to develop and adhere to stringent environmental regulations to ensure that
the exploration of oceanic resources is done sustainably, without causing irreparable
damage to fragile deep-sea ecosystems. The long-term success of the Deep Ocean Mission
will depend on sustained funding, inter-ministerial coordination, and a commitment to

balancing economic ambition with environmental stewardship.

UPSC Syllabus Correlation:

GS Paper 3: Science and Technology - developments and their applications and effects in
everyday life; Achievements of Indians in science & technology; Indigenization of

technology.

GS Paper 1: Salient features of the world's physical geography; Distribution of key

natural resources.

4. Parliament Passes Social Security Code for Gig and Platform Workers

Source: The Economic Times, PIB

Context:

In a landmark legislative move, the Parliament of India today passed the 'Social Security
Code for Gig and Platform Workers Bill, 2025'. The new law formally recognizes gig and
platform workers as a distinct category of labor and extends a range of social security
benefits to them. The bill mandates that aggregator companies, such as those in ride-
hailing, food delivery, and e-commerce, contribute to a central social security fund for
their workers. This fund will provide benefits including health insurance, disability cover,

old-age protection, and maternity benefits. The law also establishes a tripartite board with
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representatives from the government, aggregators, and worker unions to oversee the

implementation and grievance redressal mechanisms.

Significance:

This legislation is a significant step towards addressing the vulnerabilities of millions of
workers in India's burgeoning gig economy. By providing a social safety net, the law
acknowledges the crucial contribution of these workers to the national economy and aims
to provide them with the dignity and security that formal sector employees enjoy. It
represents a major policy shift from viewing gig workers as "independent contractors" to
recognizing their dependent economic relationship with the platforms. This move could
improve the living standards and working conditions for a large segment of the young
urban workforce, potentially reducing income precarity and promoting more inclusive

growth.

Analysis:

The new Social Security Code is a progressive piece of legislation, but its success will
hinge on its effective implementation. A key challenge will be the accurate enumeration of
gig workers and ensuring compliance from a diverse and rapidly evolving set of
aggregator companies. The definition of "gig worker" and "platform" will need to be clear
to avoid legal loopholes. The contribution mechanism, likely a percentage of the
transaction value, might be contested by companies and could potentially be passed on to
consumers. Furthermore, while the law provides social security, it does not address other
critical issues like minimum wage guarantees, working hour regulations, or the right to
collective bargaining for gig workers. Therefore, while this bill is a crucial first step, it
should be seen as part of a continuing effort to develop a comprehensive regulatory
framework for the gig economy that balances worker welfare with platform innovation and

business viability.
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UPSC Syllabus Correlation:

GS Paper 2: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors
and issues arising out of their design and implementation; Welfare schemes for vulnerable

sections of the population.

GS Paper 3: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources,

growth, development, and employment.

5. India and the EU Conclude Negotiations on Free Trade Agreement

Source: The Economic Times, The Hindu

Context:

After more than a decade of protracted negotiations, India and the European Union have
finally reached a consensus on a comprehensive Bilateral Trade and Investment
Agreement (BTIA). The announcement was made following a high-level summit in
Brussels. The agreement aims to significantly reduce tariffs on over 95% of traded goods,
liberalize norms for investment, and create a robust framework for trade in services and
intellectual property rights. Key breakthroughs were achieved on contentious issues such
as market access for European automobiles and agricultural products in India, and easier

visa regimes for Indian professionals in the EU.

Significance:

The conclusion of the BTIA is a major diplomatic and economic victory for India. The EU
is one of India's largest trading partners, and this agreement is expected to provide a
significant boost to Indian exports, particularly in sectors like textiles, pharmaceuticals,
and IT services. It will enhance India's integration into global value chains and attract

greater European investment in its manufacturing and infrastructure sectors. Strategically,
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the agreement strengthens the India-EU partnership, providing a powerful counter-
narrative to growing economic protectionism and creating a bloc of democratic economies

committed to a rules-based trading order.

Analysis:

While the BTIA holds immense promise, its impact on the domestic industry will be
mixed. Indian producers in sectors like dairy and wine may face stiff competition from
subsidized European products, necessitating policy support to enhance their
competitiveness. The stringent intellectual property and sustainability standards included
in the agreement will require Indian businesses to upgrade their practices. The real test of
the agreement will be its implementation and the ability of Indian exporters to effectively
utilize the market access provided. The government must now focus on creating
awareness, simplifying compliance procedures, and addressing supply-side constraints to

ensure that the benefits of this landmark trade deal are fully realized.

UPSC Syllabus Correlation:

GS Paper 2: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India

and/or affecting India's interests.

GS Paper 3: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources,

growth, and development.

ADD.: 1/53 2nd floor, near Gurudwara, Lalita Park, Laxmi Nagar, Delhi, 110092
PH. NO.: 7388368910, +91 9717323955

&) www.prashikshanias.com & prashikshaniasofficial@gmail.com




PRELIMS NEWS

: Prashikshan 1AS

25 Sep 2025

6. National Green Tribunal Imposes Moratorium on Coastal Infrastructure Projects

in Ecologically Sensitive Zones
Source: The Hindu, Indian Express
Context:

The Principal Bench of the National Green Tribunal (NGT) today issued a sweeping order,
imposing a temporary moratorium on all new large-scale infrastructure projects within 1
kilometer of designated Ecologically Sensitive Zones (ESZs) along India's coastline. The
ruling came in response to a petition filed by a coalition of environmental groups and
fishing communities, who cited irreversible damage to coastal ecosystems from unplanned
development. The NGT directed the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(MoEFCC) to constitute an expert committee to reassess the existing Coastal Regulation

Zone (CRZ) norms and submit a comprehensive report within six months.

Significance:

This NGT order is a significant intervention aimed at protecting India's fragile coastal
ecology, which faces increasing threats from climate change, sea-level rise, and rampant
construction. It prioritizes environmental conservation over purely economic
considerations, reinforcing the "precautionary principle" of environmental jurisprudence.
The ruling provides immediate relief to vulnerable coastal ecosystems like mangroves,
coral reefs, and turtle nesting sites. It also empowers local communities, particularly
fisherfolk whose livelihoods are directly dependent on coastal health, by putting their

concerns at the forefront of the policy discourse.

Analysis:

The moratorium is likely to face strong opposition from industry bodies and some state
governments, who may argue that it will stall critical infrastructure projects and hinder
economic growth. The challenge for the MoEFCC's expert committee will be to formulate

revised CRZ norms that strike a viable balance between sustainable development and
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ecological preservation. A one-size-fits-all approach is unlikely to work for India's diverse
coastline. The committee will need to adopt a science-based, consultative approach,
incorporating local ecological data and community knowledge. The long-term
effectiveness of this order depends on the political will to accept and implement the
committee's recommendations, and to strengthen the monitoring and enforcement

mechanisms for coastal regulations, which have historically been weak.

UPSC Syllabus Correlation:

GS Paper 3: Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental

impact assessment.

GS Paper 2: Statutory, regulatory, and various quasi-judicial bodies.

7. Cabinet Approves National Mission on Foundational Literacy and Numeracy
(Phase II)

Source: PIB, Hindustan Times

Context:

The Union Cabinet today approved the second phase of the National Initiative for
Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and Numeracy (NIPUN Bharat) Mission. This
phase, with an enhanced budget, will focus on using technology and Al-based adaptive
learning platforms to address learning gaps in students from classes 3 to 5. The mission
aims to ensure that every child attains foundational literacy and numeracy (FLN) skills by
the end of Grade 3. Phase II will also introduce a robust framework for teacher training,
continuous assessment, and a national repository of high-quality digital learning resources

in multiple Indian languages.
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Significance:

The approval of NIPUN Bharat Phase II underscores the government's continued focus on
addressing the foundational learning crisis, which was exacerbated by the COVID-19
pandemic. A strong foundation in literacy and numeracy is critical for all future learning
and for developing a skilled workforce. The mission's emphasis on technology has the
potential to provide personalized learning experiences for students and real-time feedback
for teachers. By focusing on teacher capacity building and mother-tongue-based learning,

the mission aims to create a more inclusive and effective primary education system.

Analysis:

While the mission's objectives are laudable, its success is contingent on bridging the
digital divide that persists across the country. Ensuring equitable access to digital devices
and reliable internet connectivity in rural and remote schools remains a formidable
challenge. The quality of digital content and the effectiveness of Al-based platforms need
to be rigorously evaluated to ensure they are pedagogically sound and culturally relevant.
Teacher training must go beyond mere technical skills and focus on integrating technology
into classroom practices effectively. Sustained community participation and regular,
reliable learning outcome assessments will be crucial to track progress and make necessary

course corrections for the mission to achieve its ambitious goals.

UPSC Syllabus Correlation:

GS Paper 2: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources.

ADD.: 1/53 2nd floor, near Gurudwara, Lalita Park, Laxmi Nagar, Delhi, 110092
PH. NO.: 7388368910, +91 9717323955

&) www.prashikshanias.com & prashikshaniasofficial@gmail.com




PRELIMS NEWS

: Prashikshan 1AS

25 Sep 2025

8. India Launches Diplomatic Initiative 'Connect Central Asia'

Source: The Hindu, Indian Express

Context:

The Ministry of External Affairs today formally launched the 'Connect Central Asia'
policy, a new diplomatic and economic outreach initiative aimed at deepening India's
engagement with the five Central Asian Republics (CARs) - Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. The policy outlines a multi-pronged strategy
focusing on enhancing connectivity, increasing trade, collaborating on security and
counter-terrorism, and fostering cultural and people-to-people ties. The initiative includes
proposals for joining regional connectivity projects, establishing air corridors, and

simplifying visa regimes.

Significance:

This policy signals a renewed strategic focus on Central Asia, a region that is vital to
India's interests due to its vast energy resources, strategic location, and shared concerns
about regional security, particularly in light of the situation in Afghanistan. A more robust
partnership with the CARs can help India diversify its energy sources, access new markets
for its goods and services, and play a more influential role in the Eurasian heartland. The
initiative is also seen as a strategic move to counter the growing influence of China's Belt

and Road Initiative (BRI) in the region.

Analysis:

The biggest hurdle for the 'Connect Central Asia' policy remains the lack of direct land
connectivity, as access is constrained by Pakistan. Overcoming this will require innovative
solutions, such as leveraging the Chabahar port in Iran and the International North-South
Transport Corridor (INSTC). India will also face stiff competition from China and Russia,
who have deep-rooted economic and security ties in the region. To succeed, India must go

beyond rhetoric and deliver on its promises of investment and cooperation in a timely and
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effective manner. Focusing on areas where India has a comparative advantage, such as
digital technology, pharmaceuticals, and capacity building, could be a more effective

strategy than trying to compete with China's massive infrastructure projects.

UPSC Syllabus Correlation:

GS Paper 2: India and its neighborhood- relations; Bilateral, regional and global

groupings and agreements involving India.

9. RBI Report Flags Concerns over Rising Household Debt

Source: The Economic Times, Hindustan Times

Context:

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI), in its latest Financial Stability Report released today,
has raised concerns over the sharp increase in household debt over the past two years. The
report indicates that the household debt-to-GDP ratio has reached a multi-year high, driven
primarily by a surge in unsecured personal loans and credit card spending. The RBI noted
that while credit growth is essential for the economy, the rapid expansion of unsecured
credit poses potential risks to the stability of the banking sector, particularly non-banking

financial companies (NBFCs).

Significance:

The RBI's warning serves as a crucial indicator of potential stress in the Indian economy.
High levels of household debt can make the economy more vulnerable to shocks, such as a
rise in interest rates or a slowdown in employment growth. If a large number of
households default on their loans, it could lead to a rise in Non-Performing Assets (NPAs)

for banks and NBFCs, impacting their profitability and ability to lend further. This could,
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in turn, dampen consumer demand, which has been a key driver of India's post-pandemic

economic recovery.

Analysis:

The rise in household debt is a double-edged sword. On one hand, it reflects increased
access to credit and rising consumer aspirations. On the other, it points to potential income
stagnation and economic distress, forcing households to borrow to meet consumption
needs. The RBI may need to consider macro-prudential measures, such as increasing risk
weights for unsecured loans, to temper the growth of this credit segment. Financial
institutions need to strengthen their credit assessment processes and avoid reckless
lending. Furthermore, there is a need for greater financial literacy among the public to

promote responsible borrowing and prevent individuals from falling into debt traps.
UPSC Syllabus Correlation:

GS Paper 3: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources,

growth, development, and employment.

10. ISRO Successfully Deploys New Generation Weather Satellite, INSAT-4A

Source: PIB, The Hindu

Context:

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) achieved another major success today
with the flawless launch of the GSLV-F15 rocket carrying the advanced weather satellite,
INSAT-4A. The satellite was placed into a geosynchronous transfer orbit from the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota. INSAT-4A is equipped with state-of-the-art
atmospheric sounders and imagers, which will provide higher resolution imagery and

more accurate data for weather forecasting, cyclone prediction, and disaster management.
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Significance:

The successful launch of INSAT-4A is a significant boost to India's meteorological and
disaster management capabilities. The enhanced data from the satellite will enable the
India Meteorological Department (IMD) to provide more precise and timely weather
forecasts, which is crucial for the country's large agrarian economy. It will also
significantly improve the tracking and forecasting of cyclones and other extreme weather
events, allowing for better preparedness and potentially saving thousands of lives and
minimizing economic damage. This launch reaffirms ISRO's mastery over complex space

technologies and its commitment to using space applications for societal benefit.

Analysis:

This mission highlights the growing importance of space-based assets in climate change
adaptation and mitigation. As extreme weather events become more frequent and intense,
the need for advanced observational satellites like INSAT-4A will only increase. The
challenge for India now is to effectively integrate this high-quality data into its various
weather and climate models. This requires strengthening the ground infrastructure for data
processing and dissemination, and improving coordination between various central and
state agencies. Furthermore, ISRO must continue to invest in R&D to maintain its
competitive edge in satellite technology and reduce its dependence on foreign components

for its critical space missions.

UPSC Syllabus Correlation:

GS Paper 3: Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of

technology and developing new technology; Awareness in the fields of Space.
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