
  

Place in News - Caribbean Region 

 

Context: The United States has deployed F-35 fighter jets, naval vessels, and 

thousands of Marines to the southern Caribbean in response to escalating 

tensions with Venezuela. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

About Caribbean Region: 

➢ A geographic and cultural area that includes the Caribbean Sea, its 

islands, and adjacent coasts. 

➢ Commonly referred to as the West Indies, it encompasses over 7,000 

islands, islets, cays, and reefs. 

Location: 

➢ Situated southeast of the Gulf of Mexico, east of Central America and 

Mexico, and north of South America. 

➢ Encircled by the Atlantic Ocean to the north and east, and the Caribbean 

Sea to the south. 

Nations Found: 

➢ 13 independent island nations (for instance, Jamaica, Cuba, Haiti, 

Dominican Republic, Trinidad & Tobago, Barbados, Grenada, Saint 

Lucia). 

➢ Numerous territories and dependencies of the USA, UK, France, and the 

Netherlands (such as Puerto Rico, Martinique, Aruba). 

History: 

➢ Indigenous peoples (Taino, Carib, Arawak) inhabited this region until 

1492, when Christopher Columbus arrived. 

➢ The area was colonized by European powers, with African slaves brought 

in for sugar and tobacco cultivation. 

➢ Historically recognized for piracy, colonial conflicts, and the slave trade, 

it later transformed into a center of Afro-European cultural amalgamation. 

 



 

 

Features: 

➢ Strategic Location: Positioned at the intersection of the Atlantic Ocean, 

Gulf of Mexico, and Panama Canal, rendering it crucial for global 

maritime commerce and naval operations. 

➢ Geopolitical Significance: A focal point of US influence, Cold War 

tensions, and ongoing conflicts (such as the Cuban crisis and the current 

US–Venezuela standoff). 

➢ Cultural Diversity: A blend of African, European, indigenous, and Asian 

cultures, with a variety of languages spoken (including English, Spanish, 

French, Dutch, and Creole). 

➢ Security Concerns: A central point for drug trafficking routes, organized 

crime, and maritime piracy, which necessitates international naval patrols. 

➢ Regional Cooperation: Organizations like CARICOM foster economic 

integration, disaster response, and amplify the diplomatic voice of smaller 

island nations. 


