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1. Parliamentary Panel on Women's Reservation Recommends 'Dual-Member
Constituencies' Model, Source: Hindustan Times
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Context: A Parliamentary Standing Committee, tasked with studying the implementation modalities
of the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam (Women's Reservation Act), has submitted its report. The
panel has controversially recommended a 'dual-member constituencies' model for 15 years, instead
of reserving one-third of seats on a rotational basis. Under this model, one-third of the existing Lok
Sabha and State Assembly constituencies would elect two members, one of whom must be a
woman.

WOMEN'S

RESERVATION BILL

Significance:

e This recommendation, if accepted, would represent a fundamental shift in India's electoral
system.

e [t aims to address the criticism that rotational reservation prevents male incumbents from
nurturing their constituencies.

e By creating dual-member seats, it ensures representation for women without displacing sitting
male MPs.

e Thisis a significant proposal that attempts to find a practical and politically palatable solution
for implementing the landmark legislation post the 2026 delimitation exercise.
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Analysis:

e The 'dual-member' proposal is innovative but fraught with challenges.

e Proponents argue it increases the total number of representatives and ensures every voter in
those constituencies has a female representative.

e However, critics raise concerns about the logistics of managing larger constituencies, potential
confusion among voters, and the possibility of creating two power centres within a single
constituency.

e |t could also lead to a substantial increase in the size of Parliament and state assemblies, with
associated financial and administrative costs.

e The political feasibility of this recommendation will be hotly debated, as it alters the first-past-

the-post system to which the Indian electorate is accustomed.
UPSC Syllabus Correlation:

GS Paper 1: Role of women and women’s organisations.
GS Paper 2: Parliament and State legislatures—structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers

& privileges and issues arising out of these; Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act.
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2. Major Harappan-Era Port City Unearthed in Kutch, Gujarat
Source: Hindustan Times

Context: The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has announced the discovery of a major, well-
preserved Harappan-era settlement in the Kutch district of Gujarat. Initial excavations reveal a
fortified city with a sophisticated dockyard, grid-patterned streets, and extensive trade-related
artefacts, suggesting it was a significant maritime port rivalling Dholavira and Lothal in its
importance.

Significance: This discovery is of immense historical and archaeological importance. It can provide
new insights into the maritime trade networks of the Indus Valley Civilisation, its economic
structure, and its interactions with contemporary civilisations in Mesopotamia and the Persian Gulf.
The site's excellent state of preservation, including intact warehouse structures and a potential
tidal dock, could help answer long-standing questions about Harappan engineering and navigational
skills.
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Analysis:

e The find reinforces Gujarat's status as a key region for understanding the Harappan civilisation's
urban and economic life.

e The next steps will involve detailed excavation, carbon dating of artefacts, and
paleoenvironmental studies to reconstruct the city's history and the reasons for its decline.

e The discovery also presents an opportunity for heritage conservation and tourism development
in the region.

e |t underscores the continuous need for archaeological exploration to piece together the rich

tapestry of ancient Indian history, moving beyond what is already known from established sites.

UPSC Syllabus Correlation:

GS Paper 1: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, literature and Architecture
from ancient to modern times; Indian Heritage and Culture.

ADD.: 1/53 2nd floor, near Gurudwara, Lalita Park, Laxmi Nagar, Delhi, 110092
PH. NO.: 7388368910, +91 9717323955

@& www.prashikshanias.com @ prashikshaniasofficial@gmail.com




: Prashikshan IAS PRELIMS NEWS

16 July 2025

3. India Launches 'Millets 2.0 Mission' Focusing on Climate-Resilient Varieties
Source: PIB (Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare)

Context: Building on the momentum from the International Year of Millets (2023), the Government
of India today launched the 'Millets 2.0 Mission'. This new five-year mission, with a dedicated
corpus, will focus on research and development of climate-resilient and high-yield varieties of

millets, establishing robust seed supply chains, and integrating millets into the Public Distribution
System (PDS) in rain-fed regions.

Significance:

e The mission represents a strategic policy intervention to enhance India's nutritional security and
agricultural sustainability in the face of climate change.

e Millets are inherently drought-resistant and require fewer inputs, making them ideal crops for
arid and semi-arid regions.

e By focusing on R&D for better varieties and creating a formal market through PDS procurement,
the government aims to make millet cultivation more profitable for small and marginal farmers.
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Analysis:

e The success of Millets 2.0 will depend on a holistic approach.

e While R&D and PDS integration are crucial, the mission must also address the challenges of
processing and value addition to improve consumer acceptance.

e Awareness campaigns highlighting the health benefits of millets need to be sustained.

e The policy marks a crucial shift towards promoting indigenous, climate-smart agriculture, which
can help reduce India's dependence on water-guzzling crops like rice and wheat, thereby
improving long-term food system resilience.

UPSC Syllabus Correlation:

GS Paper 3: Major crops-cropping patterns in various parts of the country; Public Distribution
System- objectives, functioning, limitations, revamping; issues of buffer stocks and food security;
Food processing and related industries in India.
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4. Inter-State Council Meets to Discuss Framework for Cross-Border River
Pollution, Source: The Hindu

Context: The Inter-State Council, chaired by the Prime Minister, convened today after a prolonged
gap to address the contentious issue of pollution in inter-state rivers. The primary agenda was to
deliberate on a national-level framework for fixing accountability and establishing joint mechanisms

for monitoring and controlling industrial and urban effluent discharge that pollutes rivers flowing
across state boundaries.

Significance:

e This meeting is significant as it brings the issue of river pollution, often managed in silos by
individual states, onto a high-level federal platform.

¢ A national framework could lead to more coordinated action, standardised pollution norms, and
a mechanism for dispute resolution between states.

e |t acknowledges that river ecosystems are continuous and cannot be protected by fragmented
state-level policies alone, addressing a critical gap in environmental governance.
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Analysis:

e The primary challenge in creating such a framework lies in balancing the developmental
aspirations of upstream states with the environmental rights of downstream states.

e |ssues of cost-sharing for pollution treatment infrastructure, data transparency, and the
enforcement powers of a joint monitoring body will be difficult to negotiate.

e The success of any proposed framework will depend on political consensus and the principle of
cooperative federalism.

e This meeting is a crucial first step, but a long road of legislative and administrative action will be
required to translate these discussions into cleaner rivers on the ground.

UPSC Syllabus Correlation:

GS Paper 2: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges
pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and
challenges therein; Inter-State relations.

GS Paper 3: Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation.
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5. Final Induction of Tejas Mk2 Prototype into IAF; Focus Shifts to Mass
Production, Source: Indian Express

Context: In a major boost to India's indigenous defence manufacturing capabilities, the Indian Air
Force (IAF) today formally inducted the final technology demonstrator prototype of the Light
Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas Mk2. The ceremony, held at an Air Force base in Bengaluru, marks the
culmination of the aircraft's development phase and signals its readiness for series production.

Significance:

e The Tejas Mk2 is a significantly more capable aircraft than its predecessor, the Mk1.

e |t features a more powerful engine, advanced avionics and radar, and a higher weapons payload
capacity, placing it in the 4.5-generation category.

e |ts successfulinduction is a testament to the maturity of India's aerospace ecosystem, led by
HAL and ADA.

e This reduces India's dependence on foreign suppliers for a critical component of its air power
and enhances its export potential.
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Analysis:

e With the development phase complete, the focus now squarely shifts to Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL) and its ability to ramp up production to meet the IAF's requirements in a timely
manner.

e The IAF has projected a need for at least six squadrons (around 120 aircraft) of the Mk2 variant.

e Avoiding the production delays that plagued the Mkl programme is the single biggest challenge.

e A smooth and efficient production line will be the ultimate test of the 'Aatmanirbhar Bharat'
initiative in the defence sector and will be critical for maintaining the IAF's combat edge.

UPSC Syllabus Correlation:

GS Paper 3: Indigenisation of technology and developing new technology; Various Security forces
and agencies and their mandate.
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6. India Hosts 'Voice of Global South Summit 2.0'; Focus on Climate Finance and
Debt Relief, Source: The Hindu

Context: India is hosting the second 'Voice of the Global South Summit' in a virtual format, bringing
together leaders from over 100 developing nations. The summit aims to build on the outcomes of
the first edition held in 2023 and consolidate the concerns of the Global South on key global issues,
with a specific focus this year on reforming multilateral development banks (MDBs), securing
adequate climate finance, and formulating a sustainable debt relief framework.

Y INDILA

VOICE OF GLOBAL
SOUTH SUMMIT 2023

INDIA TO HOST 2ND VOICE OF GLOBAL
SOUTH SUMMIT TODAY

Significance:

e By hosting this summit, India is reinforcing its credentials as a leading voice for the developing
world.

e The event provides a platform for countries of the South to coordinate their positions ahead of
major international forums like the G20 and COP30.

e Itisasignificant diplomatic initiative to ensure that the perspectives of developing countries on
pressing issues like economic recovery, climate justice, and technological access are not
marginalised in global decision-making processes.
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Analysis:

e The key challenge for the summit is to translate the collective voice into collective action.

e While there is broad agreement on the problems, consensus on specific solutions and strategies
can be difficult to achieve among such a diverse group of nations.

e The summit's success will be measured by its ability to influence the agendas of global
institutions and push for tangible outcomes, such as increased lending capacity of MDBs or a
new collective quantified goal for climate finance.

e India's role as a bridge between the Global South and the developed world (G7) will be critical in
this endeavour.

UPSC Syllabus Correlation:

GS Paper 2: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting
India’s interests; Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate.
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7. National Mission for Genomic Surveillance Launched to Counter Future
Pandemics, Source: PIB (Ministry of Health and Family Welfare)

Context: The Union Health Ministry today launched the 'National Mission for Genomic Surveillance'
(NMGS). This mission will integrate and expand the existing network of INSACOG labs, creating a
permanent, well-funded national architecture for systematically monitoring pathogens. The mission
aims to rapidly sequence and analyse the genetic material of viruses and bacteria to detect
emerging threats and new variants in real-time.

Significance:

e The NMGS is a direct lesson learned from the COVID-19 pandemic. It institutionalises genomic
surveillance as a core public health function, moving away from the ad-hoc measures of the
past.

e This will significantly enhance India's preparedness for future pandemics and disease outbreaks.

e Arobust surveillance system can provide early warnings, help in designing effective vaccines
and diagnostics, and guide public health responses with greater precision.
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Analysis:

e The success of the mission depends on several factors: sustained funding, building a large pool
of trained bioinformaticians and virologists, and ensuring seamless data sharing between labs
and public health authorities.

e Akey challenge will be to integrate the genomic data with epidemiological data to generate
actionable intelligence.

e The mission also has broader applications beyond pandemics, including in tracking antimicrobial
resistance (AMR), understanding disease patterns, and advancing personalised medicine.

e |tisacritical investmentin India's health security infrastructure.

UPSC Syllabus Correlation:

GS Paper 2: Issues relating to the development and management of Social Sector/Services relating
to Health.

GS Paper 3: Science and Technology- developments and their applications and effects in everyday
life.
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8. Gati Shakti Monitor Shows 40% Reduction in Project Approval Times
Source: PIB (Ministry of Commerce and Industry)

Context: The Network Planning Group (NPG) under the PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan today
released its biannual performance report. The report highlights that the use of the Gati Shakti
digital platform has led to an average reduction of 40% in the time taken for inter-ministerial
approvals for major infrastructure projects. Over 1,500 layers of data, including forests, economic
zones, and utility networks, are now integrated on the platform.

S hakti

National Master Plan for
Multi-Modal Connectivity

Gatl

Significance:

e This data provides concrete evidence of the Gati Shakti platform's effectiveness in breaking
down departmental silos and promoting integrated planning.

e A 40% reduction in approval time translates into massive cost savings, faster project execution,
and improved logistical efficiency for the economy.

e |tis asignificant step towards resolving the chronic issue of delays and cost overruns that have
plagued India's infrastructure sector.
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Analysis:

e While the reduction in approval time is a major achievement, the ultimate success of Gati Shakti
will be measured by the on-ground quality and timely completion of projects.

e The next challenge is to ensure that the detailed planning done on the platform is perfectly
translated into execution by various agencies at the central and state levels.

e The report also likely points to the need for greater adoption of the platform by state
governments and local bodies to achieve true last-mile, multi-modal connectivity.

e The platform is a powerful tool, but its impact depends on its universal and effective utilisation

across all tiers of government.

UPSC Syllabus Correlation:

GS Paper 2: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors.

GS Paper 3: Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways, etc.
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9. Jal Jeevan Mission Nears 100% Completion; Focus Shifts to 'Jal Gunavatta'
(Water Quality), Source: PIB (Ministry of Jal Shakti)

Context: The Ministry of Jal Shakti announced today that the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM), which aims
to provide a functional household tap connection to every rural household, has achieved over 98%
coverage nationwide. With the physical infrastructure nearing completion, the government is
launching the next phase, JJM-Gunavatta', which will focus exclusively on ensuring the quality,
reliability, and sustainability of the water supply.
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Significance:

e Reaching near-universal tap water coverage in rural India is a monumental achievement in
public health and ease of living.

e |t has a particularly transformative impact on women and girls, freeing them from the drudgery
of collecting water.

e The shiftin focus to quality is the logical and most critical next step. Simply providing a tap is
not enough; ensuring the water is safe to drink (potable) is the ultimate goal of the mission.
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Analysis:

e The JJM-Gunavatta' phase will be more complex than the infrastructure phase.

e |trequires establishing a robust water quality testing ecosystem, with labs in every district and
field testing kits for local communities.

e The biggest challenge will be the ongoing operation and maintenance (O&M) of the vast
infrastructure created.

e This requires building the capacity of local Panchayats and Village Water and Sanitation
Committees (VWSCs) to manage their water supply systems, collect user fees, and ensure
source sustainability.

e This phase will test the long-term viability and true success of the entire mission.

UPSC Syllabus Correlation:

GS Paper 2: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues
arising out of their design and implementation.

GS Paper 3: Infrastructure: Energy. (Water is a form of infrastructure resource.)

ADD.: 1/53 2nd floor, near Gurudwara, Lalita Park, Laxmi Nagar, Delhi, 110092

PH. NO.: 7388368910, +91 9717323955
@& www.prashikshanias.com @ prashikshaniasofficial@gmail.com




: Prashikshan IAS PRELIMS NEWS
16 July 2025

10. New India-Sri Lanka Energy Grid and Ferry Service Projects Finalised
Source: The Hindu

Context: Following a meeting between the External Affairs Minister of India and the President of Sri
Lanka in Colombo, both countries have finalised the roadmap for two key connectivity projects: the
construction of a sub-sea power transmission line and the resumption of a passenger ferry service
between Nagapattinam in Tamil Nadu and Kankesanthurai in Sri Lanka.

Significance:

e These projects are a cornerstone of India's "Neighbourhood First" policy and its vision of a more
integrated South Asian region.

e The energy grid connection will allow Sri Lanka to access India's power market, enhancing its
energy security, while India can supply surplus power to a neighbour.

e The ferry service will boost tourism, trade, and people-to-people ties, reviving historical and
cultural links between the two nations, particularly benefiting the Tamil populations on both
sides.
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Analysis:

e For Sri Lanka, which is still recovering from a severe economic crisis, these projects offer a
lifeline.

e The energy grid can help stabilise its power supply and reduce reliance on expensive imported
fuels.

e ForIndia, these projects are a strategic investment that strengthens its influence in a key Indian
Ocean nation and acts as a counterweight to China's extensive infrastructure investments in Sri
Lanka.

e The successful and timely implementation of these projects will be a tangible symbol of a
renewed and robust bilateral relationship, moving from aid to a partnership based on economic

and energy interdependence.

UPSC Syllabus Correlation:

GS Paper 2: India and its neighbourhood- relations; Bilateral, regional and global groupings and

agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s interests.
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