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Context: Indian Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi visits Croatia.
First in Indian history to visit the Balkan nation. Croatia's location on
the eastern coast of the Adriatic Sea positions it as a crucial
maritime gateway to Europe. The country's major ports—Rijeka, Split,
and Ploce—are integral components of the European Union's core
TEN-T network, supporting trans-European transport infrastructure.
For India, these ports represent vital nodes for European exports,
particularly as international logistics routes undergo reshaping in the
post-COVID era and amid ongoing disruptions in the Suez and Red
Sea corridors.
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An Introduction: Croatia (officially the Republic of Croatia) is a
country at the crossroads of Central and Southeast Europe, on the
Adriatic Sea. Often marketed as "the Mediterranean as it once was,"
itis aland where the brilliant turquoise of the sea meets ancient
Roman ruins, medieval walled cities, and a rugged, mountainous
interior. Its identity is a rich tapestry woven from Slavic roots, Roman
heritage, Venetian elegance, Austro-Hungarian order, and a fierce,
modern spirit of independence.
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The Geographical Dimension: A Land of Three Landscapes
Croatia's geography is remarkably diverse and is best understood
by dividing it into three distinct regions:

e The Adriatic Coast (Primorska Hrvatska): This is the Croatia of
postcards. It features a long, heavily indented coastline
stretching over 1,777 kilometers (1,104 miles). When including its
islands, the coastline expands to a staggering 5,835 kilometers
(3,626 miles).

e The Islands: Croatia has over a thousand islands, islets, and crags,
of which about 50 are inhabited. Major islands include Krk, Cres,
Brac (home to the famous Zlatni Rat beach), Hvar (a glamorous
hub), Korcula (the supposed birthplace of Marco Polo), and Vis.

e Regions: The coast is further divided into Istria in the north (a
peninsula known for its Italianate charm, truffles, and wine) and
Dalmatia to the south (home to major cities like Split and
Dubrovnik).

e Climate: A classic, hot-summer Mediterranean climate, perfect
for tourism.

e The Dinaric Alps (Gorska Hrvatska): Running parallel to the coast,
this central, mountainous belt is the least populated but most
rugged part of Croatia.

e Topography: Characterized by karst topography—limestone
landscapes with caves, sinkholes, and underground rivers.

e Nature: This region is home to Croatia's most famous national
parks, including the breathtaking Plitvice Lakes National Park (a
UNESCO World Heritage site with 16 terraced, interconnected
lakes) and Krka National Park (known for its stunning waterfalls).
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The Historical Dimension: A Story of Survival and Sovereignty

e Croatia's history is a long and often turbulent narrative of
survival under larger powers, culminating in its hard-won
independence.

e Ancient Roots: The area was inhabited by Illyrian tribes before
being conquered by the Romans in the 1st century AD. Roman
influence is still highly visible, most notably in Diocletian's Palace
in Split (a UNESCO site) and the Pula Arena.

e Arrival of the Croats: Slavic tribes, the Croats, arrived in the 7th
century. They formed their own duchies and, in 925 AD,
established the Kingdom of Croatia under their first king,
Tomislav.

e The Croatian War of Independence (1991-1995): Following
Croatia's declaration of independence from Yugoslavia in 1991, a
brutal war ensued. The country suffered immense human and
material losses but ultimately secured its sovereignty. This war,
known as the Domovinski rat (Homeland War), is a defining event
in modern Croatian consciousness.

e Modern Croatia: Since the war, Croatia has focused on rebuilding
and integration. It joined NATO in 2009 and the European Union
in 2013. In 2023, it was fully integrated by adopting the Euro and
joining the Schengen Area.
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The Cultural Dimension: A Fusion of Influences
Croatian culture is a vibrant blend of Mediterranean, Central
European, and Slavic traditions.

e People and Identity: Croatians are generally seen as proud,
hospitable, and family-oriented. There's a strong emphasis on
community and a relaxed, outdoor lifestyle, epitomized by the
ubiquitous café culture (Spica).

e Language: The official language is Croatian, a South Slavic
language. Historically, the unique Glagolitic script was used, a
point of national pride.

e Architecture: A stunning timeline from Roman amphitheaters
and Byzantine basilicas to Venetian Gothic palaces, Austro-
Hungarian secessionist buildings in Zagreb, and contemporary
designs.

e Art: The sculptor lvan MesStrovic is Croatia's most famous artist,
with works displayed worldwide. The country also has a strong
tradition of Naive art.

e Traditions: Festivals are central to Croatian life, from the raucous
Rijeka Carnival to the historic Sinjska Alka (a knights' tournament)
and the prestigious Dubrovnik Summer Festival.
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Industry: Shipbuilding has a long tradition, though it has faced
challenges. Food processing, pharmaceuticals, and IT are growing
sectors.

Currency: The Euro (€), adopted on January 1, 2023.
Infrastructure: Croatia has invested heavily in a modern highway
network that has dramatically improved connectivity across the
country.

Challenges and the Future
Despite its success, Croatia faces several challenges:

e Demographic Decline: A low birth rate and emigration of young,
educated people to other EU countries ("brain drain") pose a
long-term threat.

e Economic Over-reliance on Tourism: The economy is vulnerable
to global shocks affecting travel, and there's a need to diversify.

e Regional Disparities: A significant economic gap exists between
the prosperous coastal regions and the less-developed inland
areas, particularly war-affected Slavonia.
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